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Parent’s Preparation for Infant Baptism
To prepare for the Baptism of an infant (or child under the age of 7), parents should call the parish office to arrange for attendance at one of the Monday night preparation sessions listed below at 7:00 p.m.  If the child is age 8 or older, he/she will need to attend religious education classes for two years.  At that time he/she will receive all Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, First Communion, and Confirmation) at the East Vigil.

2009
Sep 28

Oct 26

Nov 23


2010
Jan 25

Feb 22

Mar 29


2010
Apr 26

May 24

June 28 


2010
July 26

Aug 30

**Parents who belong to another Catholic parish will need a letter from their Pastor granting them permission to celebrate the Baptism at

St. Andrew’s Parish.

Your Child’s God parents or Sponsors
There is to be only one male sponsor, or one female sponsor, or one of each.  (Canon Law 873).  To be permitted to take on the function of god parent/sponsor a person must:

� attend a Baptism preparation class (as above).

� Have completed the sixteenth year of age.

� Be a Catholic who has been Confirmed and has already received the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist, and who leads a life of faith in keeping with the function to be taken on.

� A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic ecclesial community is not to participate, except together with a Catholic sponsor and then only as a witness of the baptism. 

Godparents who belong to another Catholic parish will need a letter from their Pastor indicating that they are qualified to serve as a god parent/sponsor.

             Parents & Parish

    in Partnership

“As it is the parents who have given life to their children, on them lies the gravest obligation of educating their family.  They must therefore be recognized as being primarily and principally responsible for their educations.  It is....the duty of parents to create a family atmosphere inspired by love and devotion to God and their fellow-men which will promote an integrated, personal and social education of their children.  The family is therefore the principal school of the social virtues which are necessary to every society.  It is....in the Christian family....that children should be taught to know and worship God and to love their neighbor.” 


These words from the Vatican II document, Gravissimum Educationis (Declaration on Christian Education), remind us all that the parish is in partnership with the family in providing Christian education for the young members of the parish.  It is clear that the primary responsibility for sharing the beliefs, values, and practices of our faith lies within the family.


The “formal” education programs provided by St. Andrew’s Parish, even when faithfully attended, offer only 24 to 36 hours of instruction and prayer each year.  This amounts to less than two days of instruction out of 365 days!  See how limited the role of the parish is compared to the role of the parent in the task of evangelization.  


The goal of the Religious Education Program in the parish is to support families; not only by providing religious education programs but also by providing materials to support parents’ efforts to raise faith-filled Catholic children.


In light of their responsibility to teach their children “to know and worship God,” parents are expected to bring their children to Mass weekly and help them at least 10 minutes every day to memorize prayers.  Parents are also encouraged – not just to bring them to parish youth programs – but to participate as adult leaders in the religious education of the parish as well.
Catechesis
Shapes the minds,hearts and spirits of believers forming them as disciples.
General Directory for Catechesis, 87
Religious Education Fees
The amount requested by the parish for programs covers only a portion of the cost of supplying texts, craft supplies, resource materials, and snacks to participants.  The amount is small compared to the fees charged by Catholic parishes elsewhere or when compared to the cost of a short-term sports program.  Cost is $15.00 per child, with a maximum of $45.00 per family.

Payment can be made at the time of registration or later in the year.  Families may request an exemption from fees by speaking with the Religious Education Director.  All requests remain confidential.  Please note that catechists and catechist aides are exempt from religious education fees.
Discipline Policy
Part of the goal of Christian formation is to help children/youth recognize the connection between their choices and the consequences of their choices.  Toward that end, children/youth will be held accountable for behavior and language which is disruptive or inappropriate.

Any child/youth who disrupts class will be brought to the Religious Education Director who will discuss the situation with him or her.  The child/youth will then have the chance to make new behavioral choices when he or she returns to class.

After two discipline visits with the director, a meeting with the parent or guardian will be necessary before the child/youth will be allowed to return to class or group meetings.
Clothing Policy
“Do not love the world or the things of the world.

If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, sensual lust, enticement for the eyes, and a pretentious life, is not from the Father but is from the world.”

1 John 2:15-16
Clothing worn for church and church related activities should be appropriate.  Immodest clothing (such as shorts that are too short, tube tops or other skimpy tops, etc.) should not be worn to youth activities.  Likewise, clothing with sexual, violent, or un-Christian messages is inappropriate for parish activities.  Youth who wear inappropriate clothing may be asked to change or cover the inappropriate garment.

Wearing modest and appropriate clothing is a sign of love and reverence for God as well as a sign of honor and respect for fellow Christians.
Be an example of love, faith, and purity

to everyone you meet!

Two-Year Preparation Policy
for receiving Sacraments
ELEMENTARY: In the 2009-2010 school year, those in second grade must have attended first grade religious education the prior year, in order to receive their First Communion in the spring of 2010.

Why the extra preparation time?  The first grade RE program is based on what the children will be learning in grade 2.  It introduces the children to the concepts of forgiveness, a feeling of community and participation, and then full participation in the Mass.  Then in second grade, the focus is on Reconciliation and Eucharist.

CONFIRMATION:  Confirmation preparation will be offered at St. Andrew’s during the 2010-2011 school year.  As with First Communion, students in the Confirmation class must have participated in our Life Teen program for two consecutive years (2009-2010) and (2010-2011) for a total of two years, to strengthen their understanding of the Catholic faith before being Confirmed.  Confirmation preparation is open to High School Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors.  Please see page 11 of this booklet for additional requirements.
Pre-school and Elementary Schedule
Sunday Mornings

10:15 – 11:15 a.m.
Classes are scheduled ONLY on the following days:

2009
*Sep 13
Sep 20

Sep 27

Oct 4

Oct 11

Oct 18

Oct 25

Nov 1

Nov 8

Nov 15

Nov 22

Dec 6

Dec 13

2010
Jan 10

Jan 31

Feb 7

Feb 21

Feb 28

Mar 7

Mar 14

Apr 11

Apr 18

Apr 25

May 2

*There is a mandatory Parent Meeting for all parents on Sunday, September 13, at 10:15 a.m. in the social hall.

Children are expected to attend all the scheduled classes.  As required by the Diocese of Yakima, attendance records will be kept.

Class attendance is not a substitute for Mass attendance.  It is expected that all children will attend Sunday Mass weekly.  Many of the classes refer to parts of the Mass, Mass prayers, Mass readings, or the liturgical seasons in an effort to help children better understand what they celebrate at Sunday Eucharist.

First Reconciliation &

First Communion Sacrament 

Preparation
All children in second grade and those who are older (but have not yet received the sacraments) are encouraged to prepare for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Communion.

(Second-year preparation Parents MUST attend the parent meetings to register their child for sacrament programs.

Parent meetings for:

 Reconciliation
October 4, 2009 at 10:15 a.m.

 Communion
January 31, 2010 at 10:15 a.m.

First Reconciliation will be celebrated as part of a family mini-retreat on

Saturday, December 5, 2008

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

First Communion Mini-Retreat & Practice
Saturday, April 17, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Children will celebrate First Communion at any of the Masses on the weekend of Saturday, April 24, and Sunday, April 25, 2010.

(The Mass attended will be pre-selected by the family.  Children need to be present at the church

no later than a half hour before Mass starts.)
Middle School Schedule
Sundays

6:15 – 8:00 p.m.

dinner immediately following Mass
Middle School youth will meet ONLY 

on these days:

2009
*Sep 13
Sep 20

Sep 27

Oct 4

Oct 11

Oct 18

Oct 25


2009
Nov 1

Nov 8

Nov 15

Nov 22

Dec 6

Dec 13


2010
Jan 10

Jan 31

Feb 7

Feb 12–Fat           Friday

Feb 21

Feb 28


2010
Mar 7

Mar 14

Apr 11

Apr 18

Apr 25

May 2

*There is a mandatory Parent Meeting for all parents on Sunday, September 13, at 10:15 a.m. in the social hall.

We welcome all Middle School-aged youth to our weekly meetings.

Through our program, we will encourage all students to experience their faith through prayer, worship, service and community, while building on the fundamentals of the beliefs and traditions of our Catholic Faith.

Come and join us!

Middle School youth are expected to attend meetings regularly.  Records of attendance at Middle School sessions will be kept as required by the Diocese of Yakima.
Life Teen High School Schedule
Sundays  –  Life Teen Mass at 5:00 p.m.

Dinner immediately following Mass

Life Nights:  6:15 - 8:00 p.m.
2009
*Sep 13
Sep 20

Sep 27

Oct 4

Oct 11

Oct 18

Oct 25


2009
Nov 1

Nov 8

Nov 15

Nov 22

Dec 6

Dec 13


2010
Jan 10

Jan 31

Feb 7

Feb 21

Feb 28

Mar 7

Mar 14


2010
Apr 11

Apr 18

Apr 25

May 3

May 16
*There is a mandatory Parent Meeting for all parents on Sunday, September 13, at 10:15 a.m. in the social hall. 

Welcome to Life Teen 2009-10!  We will be having high-energy LifeTeen Masses on each night indicated above, followed by dinner with an exciting Life Night delivered by your Core Team. 

High School youth are expected to attend meetings regularly.

Records of attendance at high school sessions

will be kept as required by the Diocese of Yakima.

Sunday Night Dinners
To complement the Middle School and High School programs, a small dinner will be provided by parents each night that classes meet.  The programs will eat separately, and therefore TWO meals will be presented, one in each meeting room.

Parents of students enrolled in these programs need to sign-up to cook/provide for one or two Sunday nights during the year.  It is advisable for several families to sign-up per night, since each program has 30 to 40 participants.

Suggested menu items (in no particular order) are:  pizza, hot dogs, hamburgers, corn dogs, tacos, casseroles, lasagne, spaghetti, baked potatoes with toppings, chili, or any other potluck, large crowd idea you have.  Any dessert items are enjoyed by the youth.

Plates, cups, napkins, utensils and Tang beverage are provided by the parish.  

You will receive a “reminder call or email” at the beginning of the week prior to the Sunday you signed up for.  Please coordinate with any other families you signed up with.  If you have any questions, please contact the Middle School Coordinator NAME(PHONE), or High School Coordinator NAME(PHONE).

R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Preparation sessions for those adults who may wish to be initiated into the Catholic Church will be offered on

Wednesdays, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
2009
Oct 7

Oct 14

Oct 21

Oct 28

Nov 4

Nov 11

Nov 18

Nov 25

Dec 2

Dec 9

Dec 16


2010
Jan 6

Jan 13

Jan 20

Jan 27

Feb 3

Feb 10

Feb 17

Feb 24


2010
Mar 3

Mar 10 

Mar 17 

Mar 31

 Apr 7

Apr 14

April 21

April 28--

       potluck

        6:00 p.m.
If you or someone you know is interested in joining the Catholic Church, please contact the parish at 962-9819 for more specific information.

TBA
Rite of Acceptance 9:00 AM Mass

Feb 21, 2010
Rite of Election 9:00 AM Mass 


(The rite concludes in Yakima 3:00 PM)

Mar 6, 2010
First Scrutiny Saturday, 5:00 PM Mass

Mar 14, 2010
Second Scrutiny Sunday, 9:00 AM Mass

Mar 21, 2010
Third Scrutiny Sunday, 5:00 PM Mass

Apr 3, 2010
Easter Vigil, 8:30 p.m. Mass


(Practice at 9:00 a.m.)
[image: image1.wmf]Adult Formation
“Come, let us climb the mount of the Lord,

to the house of God of Jacob,

that he may instruct us in his ways, 

that we may walk in his paths.”

Micah 4:2
“The fundamental tasks of catechesis include promoting knowledge of faith, liturgical education, moral formation, teaching to pray, education for community life and missionary initiation.” (General Directory of Catechesis)

None of these fundamental tasks is or ever can be completed. They are the tasks of our lifetimes.  We must continue to grow in love and knowledge of our Lord and in understanding of the life he calls us to lead.  Parents especially have the responsibility of knowing about their faith in order to share it with their children.  


At  St. Andrew’s,  there are opportunities for adults to study the Sacred Scriptures to learn more about God’s Word.  Additionally, sessions are also scheduled which focus on catechetical points, church history, liturgy, and the rich social justice teachings of the Catholic Church.  The study sessions are held during the seasons of Advent, Lent and at other times during the year.  Please check the parish bulletin periodically for specific dates and topics.
Ministry Leaders
Elementary Religious Education

Mary Seidler

962-9819


(if no answer or after hours)
602-550-7545


seidlerm@cwu.edu
Middle School Religious Education

Amy Schille

962-9819


(if no answer or after hours)
425-293-9700


schillea@cwu.edu 

Youth Ministry

Josh & Alison Mattson

962-9819


(If no answer or after hours)

962-3564


joshandali@fairpoint.net
Adult Bible Study/Faith Formation

Doris Shennum, Coordinator

962-5203

Baptism of Infants and Children

Parish Office

962-9819


standrewparish@yahoo.com 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.)

Sharon Rosell

962-5469


rosells@cwu.edu 
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